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Message From The Mayor.....

My second year in the Mayor’s office is now complete. [am
honored and humbled at the opportunity to continue a 23 year
carcer of public service. During the first half of this term of
office, my goal has been to validate the trust and confidence
you placed n me by following through on commitments and
stated priorities.

The City will soon complete the Phase I Paving Project that
addressed many of the streets in dire need of lepau The total
cost of this paving project was $4.000.000. The 2016 paving

project is scheduled to begin in carly spring. As promised. oCOTLB PHLLIS, It
street paving has been, and will continue to be. a focus of my R T

administration,

In 2013 the Board of Aldermen accepted my recommendation to establish a true mummpal
reserve fund. Currently, there is approximately $780.000 deposited in the “rainy day” account.
The Board of Aldermen approved my request to budget an additional $220.000 to be transferred
to this fund m carly spring 201 6.

Improvements to the ")ark factlities began carlier this vear with the completion ot a scawall
around the Targe pond and improvements to the walking trail. - The Parks Department now
mows and maintains the green space at all of the Highway 78 interchanges within the City
limits, making the gateways w our City more attractive.

The Board of Aldermen and T will continue (o review other municipal needs. T applaud the
Board of Aldermen for the leadership they have shown on each of the projects completed and
their continued commitment to addressing additional issues.

Finally, I said I would have an open door ta the public. and that door remains open. 1 want to
hear your opinions and concemns, [t 1s my goal to continue ta carn your trust, and to maintain a
sale and peaceful commumity. T apprectate vour prayvers and the trust vou have placed mme. @

JIMMY NEAL ANDREWS WALTER S. CARTER, Jr. RUBY B. CHAIN WENDELL W. DAVIS
112711938 - 1/20/2015 4191915 - 4/23/2004 111911905 - 1131999 11251941 -

l_-g_l
L1



FROM THE ROO Fall/Winter 2015

2015-16
Calendar of Events

In and around Olive Branch
Oct. 1, 2015 through March 31, 2016

EVENTS IN OLD TOWNE

Olive Branch Old Towne Associalion

NS | L 4 M
iy Open House 10am - 3pm e Sl W, 28

Ol Towme Chrostmas with S Sipm - S:00pm. Dee ], 38 10

WESSON HOUSE OPEN HOUSE
Olive Braneh City Beautiful
Thursday, 3: 3000 - TP DEE 3

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING
Olive Branch City Hall
BT D 3

CHRISTMAS PARADE (Chmber of Commg

Saturday, Zpm.

MAYOR/BOARD of ALDERMEN

Regular Meetings, Courthouse, 6900 Highland St.

Tuesday,
T

03
(1_51:%]3111....,,...

Tucsday, 3
Tuesday, 6
Tuesday.

O:30pm
G:30pm..
¥, 0 30pm..
Tuesday, 6:30pm........

PLANNING COMMISSION

Regular Mecimygs, Courthouse, 6900 Highland 51

Tuesday, Gpm et 13
Tuesday, bpm WMo 10
Tuesday, 6pm.... Dec, 8
luesday, opm.... dan, 12

Feb. 9
JRUSN 1Y F T )

Tuesday, pm....
Tuesday, dpm_....o

BOARD of ADJUSTMENT

Regular Mectings, Courthouse, 6900 Highland St

Thursday, Gpi........... S )
Thursday, 6pm.. WJNow, 12
Lhursday, 6pm LDee, 10
Thursday, 6pm
Thursday, bpn
Thursday, 6

OLIVE BRANCH SALES TAX....7%
MEMPHIS SALES TAX........9.25%
Please

Patronize our Local Businesses

MONEY SPENT IN OLIVE BRANCH

Benefits Everyone in Olive Branch

From the Roost, the City of Olive Branch Newsletter, is
pblished bi-annually, m-house, by the City of Olive
ranch as a means of keeping our citizens aware and

informed. We welcome any critique and suggestions

regarding articles and content at 662 892-9382 or
hcmtinrgs(aj.obms.us,

OLIVE BRANCH FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS

We have six new emplovees at the Fire Department as
shown below. Three are tor new positions and three are to
fill openings within the department.

The Department is in the process of replacing and upgrad-
g all ofits radios to the new digital technology. We are also
replacing all of our air packs due to the age of the units. We
are expecting delivery in November of a new pumper
(shown below) which will replace current Engine #4 (1991
vintage) which is housed at Station #4 on Pleasant Hill Road.

KEN GIVENS The Fire Department is supporting the Muscular Dystro-
Deputy Fire Chicf phy Association {MDA) with our “Fill the Boot™ events at

various locations around the City
throughout the year, as well as
partnering with other county fire
departments in the first annual
“Fire in the Hole™ golf tourna-
ment, also for MDA.

October is Fire Saferv Month and
we urge everyone to be especially
conscious of fire safetv around
your homes and work places. Itisa
good time to change the batteries in
your smoke alarms and be sure they
arc in good working order. If vou
do not have them, now is a good
time to getthem. @

GARBRITL ANGLIN

FFEMT - P

CALEDR MASON TAN SAMMONS JARRETT WEBBER
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FROM THE ROOST
HALL OF FAME SELECTIONS FOR 2015

This year’s balloting has been completed and five Olive Branch citizens (two living
and three deceased) have been chosen for induction mnto the Olive Branch Hall o
Famc for the year 2015, Induction into the Hall of Fame 1s the highest honor the City
can bestow upon one of its citizens. Following are the names and a brief biography
ol those selecled:

Bill G. Allen - Bill Allen spent most of his life in the Olive Branch arca after return-
ing from WW1I where he was a hero in the air war in the Pacific. He served as an
Olive Branch Alderman and as a DeSoto County Supervisor. He became a respected
businessman in the City and was involved with many of the civic organizations.

Jimmy Neal Andrews - (1/27/1939 - 1.-"'2{1.-'2()153 Jimmy Neal was devoted to the
youth of Olive Branch, he coached boy’s baseball and girl’s softball and served on
the Board of the O. B. Sports Associafion. He was a member of the NorthCentral
Electric Association Board of Directors for 24 vears.

Woalter S. Carter, Jr. - (4/9/1915 - 4/23/2004) Walter Carter taught mathematics
and coached football at OBHS in the *40s and 50°. Around 1960 he was elected
Superintendent of Education for DeSoto County where he served 12 years. There is
a scholarship at Northwest Community College'in “Coach” Carter’s memory.

Ruby B. Chain - (1/19/1905 - 1/9/1999) Ruby spent most of her adult life
teaching music in the schools of Olive Branch from 1928 until 1971, She was a
leader statewide in the PTA system serving twice as its President. Her contribution,
along with that of her husband, to this community was unequaled in the 20th century.
Wendell W. Davis - Wendell spent 42 years in the DeSoto County school s%-"stcm
as a Prm(:llpal and Teacher at Olive Branch High School and Olive Branch Middle
School. Te has recetved numerous awards and recognitions from the State for his
efforts and innovations in the field of education.

The following named individuals received votes in the 2015 Hall of Fame balloting
which means their names will be carried forward in nomination to next year:

GILBERT ALLEN A. L BRADY 1. BROWN GEORGE COLLINS THOMAS DODDRIDGE
Dr. GREG FYANS WILLIE GEORGE FLORENCE GOODWIN K. MNEIL “Moc™ HARAWAY — JULIA HARRIS

JAMES “Crickat” HUNT JAMES A JOWES HUGH KEATING MARTHA PEARL LANGSTON  Dr. (. L. MAPLES

WILL MAXWELL HAROLD NICHOLS T. H. NORVELL JANICE PAYNE SCOTTY B. PHILLIPS, Sr.
DOM SAPPINGTON RITA SCHELLY GARY SHYDER Dr. 7. H. STUART SAM WARE

Dr. W, T. WILKINS DAN WILLIAMS JIMMY DALE YOUNG

Marthola Allen, Billy W.
Baldwin, Perry Tee Bow-
§ lan. Wayne Hollowell and
E G. E. (Mr. Eddie) Williams
were inducted into the Hall
of Fame for the year 2014
in ceremonies held this past
| April at the Olive Branch
Courthouse. The living In-
ductees, and the families of
those deceased were pre-
sented with Hall of Fame
Plaques.  This year’s In-
ductees (2015) will be in-
ducted in ceremonies at
opm on Aprl 21, 2016 at
the new Courthouse on
Highland Street.

It is with sadness that we
report the deaths of Hall of
Fame members Bob Marr
on June 13th and Jan John-
son on August Ist of this
year. Jan was a charter in-
: | ductce into the Hall of

P Fame in 2007. Bob was
E(@f_smgjw‘]mms \ nducted m 2011 and a

; gy | member of the Hall of
”&%’:ﬁ-"! Fame Board since 2007.®

FIVE INDUCTED INTO HALL OF FAME FOR 2014

“PERRY LEEIBOWLAN

3 |
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Fall/Winter 2015

TRIBUTETO THOSE WHO SERVED

CHESTER D5 COCHRAN II
joined the U.STPArmy in 1942.
After basic training he was
shipped to North Africa as part
of the 85th Infantry Division.
On March 27, 1944 they went
into action near, Naples, Italy
against the German Gustav
L Aft ' ?_;ghting, they
broke throug Gustav Line,
won the Battle®oféTremensuoli

as part of theAmerican Sth
Army. The Sthyfoughtfits way

S/8gt CHESTER DUNCAN COCHRAN I

"Owe So Much




This is a story about East Side High
School that was the high school for black
students in Olive Branch between 1959
and 1970. Probably over 90% of the
people now living in Olive Branch have
never heard of it. Tt is from a time of
upheaval in our nation’s history when
profound, and necessary, social changes
were taking place across Mississippi and
the South. More than just a story of East
Side’s 11 year existence, it is a history
of why East Side High School ever existed in the first place,
and that history goes back more than 150 years.

Prior to the American Civil War (1861-1865), there was no
public education in the State of Mississippi for black chil-
dren, and very little for white children for that matter. In
fact, it was actually against the law to educate the slave
children at all. Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Procla-
mation issued on January 1, 1863 as a wartime measure
during the dark days of the Civil War, freed the slaves in all
of'the 11 Southern States then in rebellion against the Union.
During the closing months of the war, he went further and
pushed hard for the passage of the 13th Amendment to the
Constitution which abolished slavery throughout the entire
United States. It finally passed Congress on January 31,
1865, only 10 weeks before his assassination. In the four
years following Lineoln’s death, Congress passed, and the
states ratified, the /4th and 15th Amendments which granted
full citizenship and voting rights to all former slaves.

Following the end of the Civil War, Mississippi and the
former states of the Confederacy went through a period
known as Reconstruction where, in order to be readmitted
into the Union, they were required to enact new state consti-
tutions guaranteeing the rights of all their citizens. Missis-
sippi’s State Constitution of 1868 called for free education of
all children between the ages of five and 21, regardless of
race, and established a uniform system of free public schools.
It did not require the racial integration of the schools, but it
did call for equal funding of the separate white and black
schools. History shows that equal funding rarely, if ever,
happened. Reconstruction ended in 1877 and for the next 75
years, aided by Jim Crow laws and another Mississippi State
Constitution enacted in 1890, the segregated white schools in
Mississippi flourished while schools for black children
languished. Despite the more than 500 black schools built in
the state during the early to mid-twentieth century with help
from Sears-Roebuck magnate and philanthropist, Julius
Rosenwald, black education fell further behind and struggled
due to racial discrimination and inadequate funding.

Everything changed in the mid-twentieth century with the
1954 and ’55 Brown v. Board of Education decisions by the
U. S. Supreme Court. The Court struck down the separate-
but-equal system of education in the nation’s public schools,
ruling it unconstitutional and a violation of the /4th Amend-
ment. For the first time in this country, fully integrated pub-

BILL CRUTHIRDS, SR.
Curator - Ofive Branch Museum

[ _4-1
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EAST SIDE HIGH

lic schools became the law of the land.

In Olive Branch and the eastern part of DeSoto County prior
to the Supreme Court’s 1954-55 rulings, black students up
through the 8th grade attended small, mostly inadequate
schools such as Botts Chapel, Center Hill, Center Point,
Cockrum, Cowans, Halliburton, Line, Mt. Gillian, Payne,
Suggs, Sycamore (M. Pisgah), Union and Wiggins Chapel.
Many of these were in black churches and nearly all were
poorly equipped and understaffed. The DeSoto County
School Board paid the teacher’s salaries, provided a few
second and third-hand books, but provided little else. When
black students finished the 8th grade, some managed to
attend the County’s Central High School for black students
in Hernando because there was no high school for them to
attend in Olive Branch or anywhere on the east side of the
County. For many; however, the 8th grade marked the end
of their education.

Reeling from the landmark Supreme Court decisions of
1954-55, diehard politicians and school boards across
Mississippi and the South still thought they could avoid the
eventual outcome by offering freedom-of-choice which
allowed for token school integration, or by quickly spending
money building new schools for their black students. It was
perhaps along this line of reasoning that the new 30-
classroom segregated East Side School for grades 1 through
12 was built in Olive Branch for its black students. There is
no doubt the school on Pigeon Roost Road was needed as it
quickly became overcrowded, and soon required several
dozen portable classrooms to handle the more than 1,600
students who attended; but that was not the only reason it
was built. It represented a last-gasp effort to prolong a
moribund and doomed educational system at a time when
the courts and the national conscience were just beginning to
be awakened by the early stages of the Civil Rights Move-
ment of the *50s and ’60s. In violation of federal law from
the day it opened in 1959, East Side High School’s days as a
segregated school were numbered. Surprisingly, it lasted for
11 years until the full integration of the schools in Olive
Branch was completed in 1970.

On September 5, 1969, after 15 years of seemingly never
ending appeals and delaying tactics by southern governors,
politicians and school boards, the U.S. Supreme Court led by
Chief Justice Earl Warren finally, with its Alexander v.

EAST SIDE HIGH SCHOOL BAND MARCHING IN FRONT OF SCHOOL
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SCHOOL 1959 - 1970

Holmes County Board of Education ruling, by implication,
said; “Enough is enough”, and ordered its lower courts to end
the appeals process and to proceed with the immediate full
integration of all public schools in the South.

Faced with the realization that full integration of all the
schools was going to happen whether they liked it or not,
school leaders in DeSoto County began to hold meetings
proposing various plans they could use to accomplish it.
They were discussing bussing black students here and white
students there, when the Principal of Olive Branch High
School (OBHS), B. J. Chain, disgusted with what he was
hearing, stood up and forcibly said; “Nonsense. We have
partial integration with freedom-of-choice in our schools
already. Just open Olive Branch High School to the black
students and we will make it work. 1t is that simple”. They
did, and he and others did, and OBHS was fully integrated in
1970 without the social upheaval and violence that tore apart
so many communities across the South during that era.

Following full integration in 1970, segregated East Side
High School was converted into integrated Olive Branch
Junior High School, grades 4 through 9, under co-Principals,
Wendell Davis (white) and Henry Wilkinson (black). Sev-
eral years later it became Olive Branch Middle School.

East Side High School, whose Principal was Rev. R. C.
George, lasted only 11 years but left an endearing legacy to
the black students from the Olive Branch area who received
their secondary education there. They realized they were liv-
ing in a time of great social change in the country, but that
didn’t keep them from doing the things that high school
students everywhere did. They took pride in their school,
participated in its activities and enjoyed those teenage
coming-of-age years and, without knowing it at the time,
created memories and made friends and built relationships
that would last their lifetimes. The one thing they did not do
was have any interaction or contact with the other high-
school in town, OBHS; it was just not allowed at that time.

Olive Branch businessman and member of the Olive Branch
Hall of Fame, G. P. Gillespie, attended East Side High
School shortly after it opened and graduated in the third
graduating class in 1961. He played on the Golden Dragons
baseball team and was a member of the band. He remembers
being thankful when the new school opened because finally

the black students had a high school of their own. After
going away to college, he came back and taught social
studies at East Side prior to starting his very successful
Gillespie Funeral Home business.

Perhaps the most famous person to attend East Side School
is Judge Bernice Donald (then Bernice Bouie). After a dis-
tinguished career as a Judge in Tennessee, she was appointed
by President Barack Obama to the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in Cincinnati. She attended East Side in elementary
school before transferring to OBHS under the freedom-of-
choice policy then in effect, where she graduated in 1969.

Prominent Olive Branch citizen and long-time member of
the Northcentral Mississippi Electric Power Association
Board of Directors, W. T. Woods attended East Side in the
mid-"60s where he played in the school band. W. T. drove a
school bus for East Side during his junior and senior years
which was a common practice for the older students at that
time. He graduated in 1968.

J. B. Payne, Jr. was in the 5th grade when East Side opened.
in 1959. He graduated in 1967 in a graduating class of 56
students. J. B. remembers playing football under Coach
John (Johnny) Agnew for the Golden Dragons. His
football career ended when he broke his leg in a game with
Simms High School in Holly Springs. When he turned 16,
he became a substitute school bus driver for the school

Leon Gray attended and played football at East Side High
School, graduating in the late *60s. Leon also played in the
band and at half-time would march with the band while still
in his football uniform, then just stay on the field for the
second half. After playing his college football at Jackson
State, he was drafted into the NFL and played 11 seasons at
New England, Houston and New Orleans to become the best
known athlete to have attended East Side High School.
Leon Gray died in 2001 at the age of 50.

We have come a long way since those turbulent days of the
1950s and ’60s; not far enough and not fast enough, but we
will get there. Many of those who attended East Side are al-
ready gone and most of those remaining are in their *60s and
70s now. In another generation or two, they will all be gone
and with them will die the first-hand memories of those
childhood years at East Side High School. Maybe this story
will help keep some of those memories alive. Let’s hope so.

W. T. WOODS J.B. PAYNE, Ir. Rev. R.C. GEORGE

Attended East Side 1958 -1968  Attended East Side 1958 - 1967  Principal, East Side High School

BERNICE DONALD
Attended East Side. Transferred
to OBHS, Graduated 1969

GRAY

LEON
111571951 - 11/11/2001
Prayed 11 Seasons in the NFL

G. P, GILLESPIE
Attended East Side 1958 -1961

[ -5-]
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29

Alderman
GEORGE COLLINS
At Large

L am happy 1o report 1o you
that the state of affairi in
our Cily is good,  Alier
nearly 4 decade of dealing
with” difficult _economic
tmes, woe are finally able
again o do the thigs tha
made us one ol the nations
highest rated places to live
and family.
We h all been incom
veniened his summer by
'1II of the improvements and
Aing being done on our
s bul il was some-
do fisllow-

We \]1(!Lﬂd
be able o stay wn top ol
and net pet thar far hehind

35 COntinue ©
anch, ex-
panding the Citv's tax base
and mﬁ(mﬂ it casicr for us
o maintain our current pro-
purly tux rate, which is one
ol 1hc|uurkl inthe C uunl:,

L

are up aller ha
depressed for seve
and 1 that 15 a o] 5

some of the ope
arcs of public
sonnel and  infrastruciune
(see article on papge 2}
which is impartant to s all,

Allin all, [1 Is 4 el tme
10 live in Olive Branch,

geollins@obms.us
662 895-3308

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DRIVE DEDICATED

A crowd of upward to 100 people
attended the ceremonies on August
27th as Mr, Mike Smith s
significance of the event followed by
Mayor Scott Phillips reading the reso-
lution passed by the Olive Branch
Board of Aldermen dedicating the sec-
tion of Pigeon Roost Road between the
intersections of Old Hwy 178 and Hwy
305, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive.
The street runs past the old East Side
High School which is the featurc article
on pages 4 & 5 of this issue.
Mayor Phillips and his sccretary, Jan-
ice Foster are shown in photo at left.
Janice and Community Relations Di-
rector, Bill Cruthirds, were respon-
sible for the design and procurement off
the signs.e

oke on the

Gll

RHART
Ward 1

SLLRLE
this 15 not the
City, we h, |
calls for help.  Your
1 Board have heard
are compiling a
of drainage :lmb-
it _need to L
. To

1
Pl mu appreciglion [or the
men and women wha serve
CUT Loy st watlianily.
wach ;
o the

5
all al us
mnity
funclinnal.
like the rest of us,
Tve o go home to their
and enjoy all the

3 line to
safe and our

ful and

and jov that s family

1 > in a [lll\l|| &
direction and keep s safi.

Thank you,
gil.earharti@obms.us
662 892-9218

This area
messages i

Alderwoman
PAT HAMILTON
Waud 2

A word thal deseribes W
2 phenomenal coinies a1l
crowth s \I L

Fecent ope
Tew, gl

rocm, Hebby

ubb |J
i € ollision
waden Door
1]011 Open
I'\‘:;-\ Market,

&
Tevern R
The recent 5.3 inl h rainlall in
less than twer haves put a strain
on our \lom water capacity.

is on
o Tepins, Al

mart and Home Depot s
able.

Ihl.

i
p.a'-l ¥ear we &

w police offi
Jected two g
lor the
wear. T

U you are interested in recely
ui1 Alderman

1 “ciwmt

your g-miils and phone calls,

phamilton@obms.us
662 895-5765

abf the Newsletter is open to all Olive Branch Aldermen for any comments or
ey wish to make to citizens of their wards or to citizens of the City as a whole.

am

Alderman Alderman Alderman
HAROLD HENDERSON MARK ALDRIDGE DALE DICKERSON
Ward 3 Ward ¢

For several vear
have neede
nal at the i
|1L‘l}u.] Raad
Center Drriy
ing "I b

Tt
Mm.l'l SUPPOTL
warrant analy

rember 9th o
and and app
September ]1l.1
fic signa

pay the full an
We are nearing ¢
tion of the 54
slreet impro
aving project
has  underta
prove our I
|nrr< ?Tﬂ]fﬂl“c

in, and is exp
shed this
which Patton
be resurfaced.

T am happy to
opening of
Sports, Hobhy
Tairy Cueen
ol the new bu
are opening in our £ }u\l aeed -(‘

hhenderson{@obms.us
901 413-8362

dwallace@obms.us
01 619-6992

mark.aldridge@obms.us
901 831-8442

ddickerson(@'obms.us
662 8952543
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Whom do I call?

AIRPORTS, Mcmph:slntcrnaﬂonal 9019228000

Olive Branch... . B95-2978
AMBULANCE, Olive Branch Fire Depm tment.. . B95-4111
Emurg,cm,), L 911
AMBULANCE BILLING. ..o 89229236
ANIMAL CONTROTL., Olive Branch............. .. 895-4582
After Hours and Emergencies..... .R95-4111

ARTS COUNCIL L 662 404-2787
AUTOMOBILE and VEHICLE TAGS, Olive Branch............o.... 469-8032
BUILDING PERMITS, (Mive Branch........... ... 892-9333
BUSINESS LICENSES, Olive Branch . BU2-923R
CABLL TELEVISION, Comeast... T L 901 259-2225
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, Olive Branch. .. .. 895-2600
CITY COURT CLERK, Olive Branch, JTudy Jeans................... 892-9501
CITY ENGINEER, Olive Branch, Steve Bigelow........................ B92-0352
CITY OF OLIVE BRANCI.. e L B92-9200
CODL ENFORCEMUENT, Olive Branch... 802-934] or 892-9342
CONGRESSMAN, L, 8., . 662 449-3090
CRIMESTOPPERS, DeSoto County........

, Olive Branch...

Trent Kf-:lly..

e 429-8477
CUSTOMER SERVICE, City of Olive Branch, Janice Foster......

892-9203

DRIVERS LICENSE, Mississippi, (Mive Branch....................890-7211
ELECTRICALUTILITY SERVICE

Northeentral MS Electrical Power Association............ 895-215]

Emergencies (Night-Weckend-Holiday)............ | 866 438-2642

FIRE DEPARTMENT, Olive Branch
Administration
Dyispu llt.lur{l-'irL o LEUAAT
Limergency.. LU

GARBAGE COLLECTION, (Mot Trash Pick Up) Olive Branch, 892-9306

L890-7376

GOLE COURSES, Olive Branch, Cherokee Valley.. LRDA-4444
Olive HBranch O uuml\, Club.... 8936525
PMlantation... LORODS-3530

\,\"ctlg_'uwm:d.... . ROS-7490)

HEATTH DEPARTMENT CLINIC, Olive Branch.......... S HOS- 3040
Hermando..oeeee, A29-9514

HOMELAND SECURITY (Chict of Police), Don Gammiage. . RO2-0400
HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION, DeSoto Countly. AGY-R200

HOSPITAL, Methodist, Ohve Bramehe
JUSTICE COURT IUDGE
FIBRARY, 3 1 CHAIN, Olive Branch
LITERACY COUNCH

RERRECIVT)]
CKenmAdams. U BRASARTD

L ROA-5000

CHermando..

MAYOR, City ol Olive Branch, Scott B Phillips e RO2-9201
METROINDUSTRIAL PARK, Olive Branch............oo. G0 ARA-1324
OO 030400

MISSISSIPPTHIGHWAY PATROT . Bateswalle.
NATURAL GAS SERVICE, City of Olive Branch

Adter Hours Emergencies. .
Tl ocate Unde |umum|[ IIILH TR

NEWSPAPERS, DeSoto Appeal {Commeraal -’\}mul”
DeSoto Times-Tribune. .

NORTHWEST COMMUNITY COLLEGE, Olive Branch,........ 8
NORTHWEST COMMUNITY COLLEGE, Southaven....... s 321570
INIWVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPL DeSoto Center, Southaven. 3424765
OLDTOWNEASSOCIATION, Ohve Brancho o RO3(8EE
PARKS and RECREATION, Olive Branch........ RS3I-5219

PEANNING COMMISSTON, DeSoto County.,
Olive Branch.

AnD-RI23
RO2-0334

[ 7_1
L~ |

POLICE DEPARTMENT, Olive Branch, Admimistration........... . 892-9400
I)lbpatch»r(l mergency / R»pm‘r crime).... . B95-4111
Emergency.. PP . L 9T

POST OFFICL, (Mive Branch... . e 89523966

PROPLERTY TAX, l)csomi_ountv(olnc Br’m»h) . 469-8200

PUBLIC WORKS, Olive Branch Toreport Walter lea . 8935208

To report Gas leak: . 893-5209
To report Strect issuc . BH83-5249

. Lo Aller Hours Emergency..........895-4111

SCHOOLS, Olive Branch arca o
Chickasaw Llementary, R95-6664
Olive Branch Elementa .. B95-2256
Olive Branch Intermediate. . 893-1221
Olive Branch Middle School.. L RO5-4610
Olive Branch High... .. BO3-3344
Cenler Hill EleLnL'lry ... 890-7705
Center Hill Middle School. .. . BO2-6800
Center Hill High.............. .. 890-2490
DeSoto Central Elementary. . 349-6234
DeSoto Central Middle School.. . 349-6660
DeSoto Central High, 336-3612
Pleasant Hill Elementary. .. 890-9654
Lewisburg Elementary.... . BY3-6001
Lewisburg Middle School.. .. B92-5050
Lewisburg High,.. . BO0-6708
Overpark F]emenLd]\, . B90-8745

SCHOOL SUPERINTENDANT, DeSoto ("mmny
Milton Kuykendall... . .. 429-53271

SENATORS, UL S
Thad Cochran
Roger Wicker

e 202 224-5054
L 202224-6253

SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER. Olive Branch... ceeeeenen. 890-T182
SHERIFF’'S DEPARTMENT, DeSoto County (Dlﬁpalch)........... 469-8580
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION... ceereeee BO6 739477

Olhve I%hlmh()“lu ......... HU0-0435

SOCIALSERVICTS

e Soto Sunrise Homes,
Limergency Food Minists
Sacred Heart Southern Mission,
Mid-State Opportunities..
Community |(ll1l1(|d|lml
House ol

FFood Pantry. Ohive Branch.
Tlnlll"\lmp Ohve Branch. .
STATE REPRESENTATIVES, Forrest Hamilton,
Bl Kinkaid....
STATE SENATOR, David Parker
STREET LIGHTS, Olive Branch CRO2.09203
SUPERVISORS, DeSoto County, Jessie Medhn, Dastret T A69-8002
Mark Gardner Dhstret 2. 901 238- 16040

TAXASSESSOR, DeSoto County, Parker Paekle AHU-R079

TAX COLLECTOR, DeSoto County, Joey Treadway L AGELR030)

TELEPHONE SERVICE
Century Link Local ..
Centurylank © ll‘uinnul .‘NL ................... SO0 20 1-4009
Centurylink Telephone (RLIHII’ ?I1I|a] SR R2A2RTT
To Locate Underground Cables....oooeneee, BOD 2276477

TOURISM, Desoto County, Kim Terrell LAWA-RT0
Olive Branch, Bill Cruthirds, Sr. LRG2I0ARD

TRASH PICK-UP {Not Garbage y Olive Branch. RIS
TRAFFIC LIGH T MALFUNCTTION, Toreport...es HU2-U32H
INEMPLOYMENTCOMPENSATION, Hemando... 342-4002
VETERANS AVTATRS, Department of Benefits H27-1000
VOTER REGISTRATTON, Olive Branch HU2-0213

WATER, SEWER, NATURAL GAS SERVICE
City ol Olive Hranch (Billing Questions).........
l|l1|1t\ ,-’\\ u‘:n_,mL,{\c\\Lr Fee)
LOh

8952913
L OROS290 3
........ RUS-5765
LbUOT 3501830

O01 359-7880

L 062 895-1234

RO2-9305
. ‘s"?‘ 0311
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OLIVE BRANCH POST OFFICE, 1888

Harvey Medlin gave us this photograph of the 1888
Olive Branch Post Office, taken just 22 years after
the end of the Civil War. Now we know what the
Post Office looked like, we just do not know, for
sure, where it was located. Since that was 127 years
and three, maybe four, generations ago, nobody
remembers. The house in the left background of the
photo at first appears to be the Wesson House, but
closer scrutiny reveals that not to be the case. A
more likely candidate would be that it is the house
that stood for many years on Depot Street where the
Fins and Feathers Restaurant parking lot is located
today. That house, or one that succeeded it on the
same site, was home to the Wallace family in the
early-to-mid 20th century. If that is the house, it
would mean the location of the Post Office i this
photo was on the southeast corner of Pigeon Roost
Road and Depot Street on the site where W.T.
Woods would build his drug store 25 years later in
1913. That would have been a logical location for a
Post Office since it was right up the Depot Street hill
from where the new Train Depot was located. Olive
Branch Bakery is located there today. If 1 am
making some incorrect assumptions, I am sure
someone will let me know about it. T

ﬁ PHOTO-COURTESY HARVEY MEDLIN FAMILY




